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Good eveningnd welcomeo the first Board Meeting of 2021

A new yeais a goodime to reflect on our last year’s work, and t@ke stock of ougoals
and priorities.

It is surreal to think that itvas a year ago yesterdathat the first case of COUI® was
reportedin CanadaThoughour day-to-dayoperationslook very different than they did a
year ago what hasstayedsteadfast isour commitment to our valueand piorities as a
district. These values and priorities have helped ensure system alignmestraiegic
governancend planningdecisiorsin our regular duties as a boardddressingemerging
issues andlecisiongelatedto COVIEL9 response

Tonight,I will be providing ampdate on one of thesstrategicpriorities outlined inour
Strategic Plar Strengthened by Partnershipsas we strivedo deepen engagement,
collaboration and information sharing with educational and community partners, and
families

There are manyays in which the Burnaby Board of Education is making engagement a
priority —both engagement with our partnegroups and wittour broadercommunity. As
discussed at our December Board Meeting, we are taking $tepishance transparency in
our boardgowernance through the creation of a Committee of the Whole. The bylaw that
would pave the way for that are on tonight’s agentdgassed, ltat committee willmeet
once a monthbeginning in February

In addition to increasing transparency and encouragwitaborativedialogue, the
Committee of the Whole is also intendedlte a place of engagement with our partner
groups includingthe District Parent Advisory Coun(PAC), the Burnaby Teachers’
Association(BTA) CUPEocal 379the District Sudent AdvisoryCouncil(DSAGandthe
Burnaby Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ AssocidB&/PAJt is this type of meaningful,
generative dialogue @ fostersnew ideas asve strive to growand improve togetherand as
we continue to mcreaseopportunities for student voice and engagement

In addition to



topics and issues that they care deeply abduteyare also conversation starters teepen
engagementcollaboration and information sharingith our broader communityn topics
such as Antracism and LongangeFacilities Planning

What parents, studentsstaff, partnergroupsand the community say is helping to inform
the work of Trustees and #t of the District All of us together hava common goal to build
on and enhance outstanding public education offered in Burrsawols

For the past 10 months we have learned tremendoasigut delivering education during a
pandemic—there is still much to learn. As vieok ahead to the rest of this school year, and
to September 2021, we will rely on the voices of many to better understand your
experiences and gather insight and perspectivasvays with a view to challenging
ourselves to be betteto the benefit of ou students
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